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From the Christian Disciple. 
Marriage Ceremonies of the Jews. 
Alluded toin the New T'estament. 


John iii, 1—11. Cana of Galilee, which 
was in the tribe of Asher, is here distinguished 
from Cana in the tribe of Ephraim. 

The marriage feast, among the Jews, con- 
tinued during seven days, which were passed 
in the house of the bride’s father. The mar- 
riage service was performed undera canopy, 


which was supported by four young men ; and | 


during it, all who were present sung and offer- 
ed prayers for the new married couple. A 
long time intervened between affiancing at be- 
trothing, and marriage. The dowry was al- 
ways civen by the bridegroom ; and the bride 
brought to her husband only her clothes, orna- 
ments, and jewels, 

z he efile appear to have been the nup- 
lial rites of the Jews. The bride and bride- 
‘room being placed under the canopy, each of 
chem was covered with a black veil. ‘The Rab- 
bin of the place, orthe chanter of the syna- 
cogue, or the nearest relation of the husband, 
then took a cup of wine, and having pronounc- 
ed a benediction, “ blessed art»thou, O Lord, 
who hast created man and woman, and ordain- 
sd marriage,” &c. he gave the cup first to the 
bridegroom, and then to the bride, who just 
iasted of it, Then the bridegroom, putting a 
rine on the bride’s finger, said to her, “ be thou 
a wife to me, according to the law of Moses 
and of Israel ; and I will worship and honor 
thee according to the law of God. I will feed 
and govern thee, according to the custom of 
those who worship, honor, and govern their 
wives faithfully. For a dowry I give thee fifty 
shekels of silver ; as also thy food, clothing,” 
&c. Taking also a cake of bread, he divided 
it between him and his bride ; or some corn, 
and put it between their hands, importing by 





| 





support which he was bound to give her. Then 
the marriage contract is read, which the bride- « 
groom puts into the hands of the bride’s rela- 
tions ; which is followed by the rehersal of six 
blessings. When the company sit down to 
supper, the bridegroom sings a blessing ; and 
after supper they performa dance, which is 
called the dance of the commandment ; suppos- 
ing that God had himself commanded it. Dur- 
ing the seven days of the festival, the bride- 
groom had with him his select friends, who 
within this time might neither fast nor mourn. 
To this our Lord alludes, Matt. ix. 15. 

The greatest possible encouragement was 
given to marriage among the Jews ; and in an- 
cient times it was customary for young married 
women, on the day of expiation, attired in white, 
to go into the vineyards and dance ; and while 
they were dancing, to cry out, “lift up your 
eyes, young men, and choose of us whom ye 
will. But regard not beauty, for it is deceitful 
nor riches, for they take to themselves wings, 
and fly away ; but prefer her who feareth the 
Lord.” Jeremiah is supposed toallude to this 
custom, in the 4th verse of the 1st chapter of 
his Lamentations. 

In the 6th verse we are told, that “ there 
were set six waterpots of stone, after the man- 
ner of the purifying ofthe Jews, containing two 
or three firkins apiece.” 

The firkin is an English measure, containing 
nine gallons ; and our translators probably us- 
ed this word, because there was no English 
measure which corresponded so well with what 
they supposed to be the measure referred to by 
John. fn the Septuagint, the same word is 
used by the Evangelist, is employed a transla- 
tion of bath, which, according to Cumberland, 
contained seven gallons anda quarter. Ad- 
mitting this interpretation to be correct, is 1t a 
circumstance to produce alarm for the charac- 
ter of our religion, that so much wine should 
have been provided by its author, at a marriage 
feast of his friends? Even in this view of it, 
the miracle was a striking example of munifi- 
cence, as well as of power ; and if it be a fact 
that our Lord made this ample provision for 
the guests of his friends, and had in view, as 
he then undoubtedly had, the bestowment of a 
favor upon the new family, in ingenuous minds 
it surely could not have excited an unfavora- 
ble suggestion. I lay no stress on the cireum- 
stance, that the marri feast continued for 
seven days ; for I thin®*frappears most prob- 
able, that the miracle was not wrought till near 
the close of it. But the character of Christian- 


this act that they were to live together,and the ity has been much mistaken by many of its 
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friends, as well as by its enemies ; a 


both have exhibited it in general, as 
and forbidding, as constantly in danger of hav- 
ing its pure garments soiled by the touch, or 


even by the sight of sinners ; as averse from 
festivity, and even from ordinary pleasures ;— 
the last have, notwithstanding, availed them- 
selves of this incident, to point their ridicule at 
the miracles of its Author. The austere, the 
_ melancholy, the terrific Author of our religion, 
here appears to them, not the promoter only, 
but the patron of intemperance. Blessed Je- 
sus ! what have not thine enemies done to re- 
vile thee ?—Follow the Author of Christianity 
through his life, you will find him indeed always 
engaged in his Father’s business ; but once and 
again you will see him at the table of Pharisees; 
(see Luke vii. 36—49, and xi. 37.) Now at 


the table of Levi, witha greatcompany of 


publicans and of others, (Luke v.29 ;) and now 


passing a day with Zaccheus, and partaking of 


the hospitality of his house, (Luke xix. 5.)— 
“We even find him on the Sabbath, dining with 
one of the chiefof the Pharisees, (Luke xiv. 1,) 
and only three days before his crucifixion, an 
event of which we know that he was _ perfectly 
aware, he was with his disciples at the table of 
Simon, whom he had without doubt healed of 
his leprosy, (Matt. xxvi. 6.) Suppose then 
that he gave to his friends, on this occasion, 
with such abundance ; with such liberality. — 
Was it at all inconsistent with the rest of his 
conduct? To the cavils of the first opponents 


of his religion, he replied, “the Son of man 
came eating and drinking,” in allusion to his 
own freedom from every thing which was mo- 
rose or gloomy: and if there bea trait of 
Christiaaity more distinct, more characteristic 
than any other, itisits cheerful, and ever-active 


benevolence. If it be not always a low, it is 


while | 


| 
} 


be covered with dishes, and again to be clear. 
ed; and superintended all the concerns of the 
feast. Hence our Lord ordered the wine to 
be carried to the governor of the feast. 

Atthe expiration of seven days after he; 
marriage, the bride, with great solemnity, wa; 
conducted to the house of her husband. The 
pomp on these occasions, of course, varied with 
the circumstances of those who were married, 
The night was generally preferred to the day 
for the introduction of the new wife to her new 
habitation ; and none entered with the bride. 

oom into his house, but those who attended 
iim with torches or lamps. To this circum. 
stance our.Lord alludes in the beginning of 
the 25th chapter of Matthew, where he speak 
of the virgins who slept till the bridegroon 
came; and then, having to obtain oil for their 
lamps, the door was shut while they were ab 
sent, and they could not enter. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; 
Sor his mercy endureth forever. Let the r 
deemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath r 
deemed from the hand of the enemy. Psaln 
evil. 1, 2. 

The present, is an eventful period in th 
history of our American republic. It is the 
grand Jubilee of our liberties. Fifty yean 
have elapsed, since the wrongs of our father 
roused them from the miseries of colonial ser- 
vitude, to throw off the yoke of their oppres 
sor, and to assert their independence amon 
the nations of the earth. Who can for a mo 
ment cast the eye of retrospection over the fif 
ty years of our national existence, and pot fed 
his heart glow with gratitude to that Being, 
whose smiles have awaited us in every step, 
towards our national aggrandisement! Fifty 





certainly a very unfair mind, which seizes upon | years ago, and what were we? A people, de 
an incident like this, and distorts it into an ob-| graded by our oppressors, to the most abject 


jection to revelation. 


state of dependence, Now, a great and pov- 


But it must be remarked that John wrote | erful republic, supported by ten millions of 


particularly for Gentiles. Hence he tells them, 
that these waterpots of stone were set, after 
the manner of the purifying of the Jews. Had 
he been addressing Jews, surely this explana- 
tion would not have been thought necessary.— 
It was not therefore, probably to the Hebrew 
bath that he referred. The quantity, however, 
is not diminished, either by the Attic or the 
Roman construction of the word, when it is ap- 
plied to a particular measure. But the Syrian 
measure, which had the same name, contained, 
according to Cumberland, seven pints and an 
eighth ; and there is at least as strong a pre 
sumption, that Joha had this in his thoughts, as 
the Hebrew bath. With these suggestions ,on 
the subject, we leave it with our readers. 
governor, or “ ruler ofthe feast,” (verse 
9, 10,) was the husband’s friend, who was com- 
missioned by him to maintain the order, and 





joyous subjects. How affecting to behold s 
many millions of our race, in the enjoyment o 
the inestimable privileges of political and reli- 
gious freedom. To see them thronging the 
sanctuaries of their God, and pouring out the 
thanksgiving of the hearts, in pure aspirations 
toheaven, Surely, a people in the enjoyment 
of such blessings, vast and important as they 
are, have cause to rejoice and to praise the 
giver of every good and perfect gift for the 
blessings they enjoy ; and surely, the pious ¢ 
culations of such hearts must rise to heavet; 
oly and acceptable in the sight of God. In 
view of such blessings, we may well exclaim 
with the pious Psalmist, “Oh that man would 
praise the Lerd for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men !” 
Let not our joy be clouded on this occasion, 
by the sorrowful reflection, that the day of our 


pate, rong the economy of the festival. He Jubilee has been marked by the death of two 


e 


wine, and distributed it to the guests; | of our veteran statesmen, to whom, under God, 


ordered the tables, when he thought proper, to| we afe in a measure indebted for our national 
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existence and prosperity. Rather let us nes 
joice, that through the goodness of God, their 
existence has been prolonged to enjoy the 
heart-felt satisfaction of hearing the Jubilee of | 
our nation proclaimed in joyous accents, of 


following will make you feel with new force, 
: the. blows of that sword, the handle of which is 
‘at Rome, but the edge every where :—“ Above 
| all, exert your whole efforts,” says the Bull of 
his holiness to the Catholic Clergy, “to keep 


he faithful from poisoned food, which is every 


witnessing the triumph of principle over pas- | t 0 
where treacherously offered to them for their 


sion, and of beholding the band of our political 
and religious liberties preserved unbroken 
through the long period of fifty years ; afford- 
ing to the world the lesson, that a nation’s 
true prosperity can only rest in the hands of 
its subjects. Pleasure must have been the e- 
motions of such men as a Jefferson and an A- 
dams, to behold their sons in the possession of 


secure. Oh how must their hearts have been 
delighted to behold, as they sank to the tomb, 
ten millions of Americans proclaimed aloud to 
the world our national compact—the magna 
charta of our liberties, to which fifty years bo- 
fore, with steady bands and determined hearts, 
they had affixed their names, with the sword of 
the executioner, as it were, extended over their 
heads, ‘Their emotions must have been such 
as none but themselves could depict—none 
but themselves could feel. May every Amer- 
ican, while he drops the silent tear over their 
ishes, honor their memory by the firm resolu- 
tion to stand or fall by the national compact, 
rendered sacred by the sanction of a Washing- 
ton, a Jefferson and an Adams. And while 
we prize the privileges we enjoy, may we not 
forget the source from which they flow, but 
may our hearts be led to to “ give thanks unto 
the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endur- 
eth forever.” 


THE POPE ALARMED. 

The London New Monthly Magazine for 
March, contains the following letter from Rome, 
under the date of Jan. 4, 1826. 
The universal Jubilee has terminated, and 
his Holiness has published a Bull on the occa- 
sion. This official document signed at St. Pe- 
ter’s at Rome, bears, date the 25th of last 
month, the third year of the pontificate of Leo 
the Twelfth. Facts anterior to this, though 
of rather recent date, contribute to increase 
the uneasiness felt by the all-wise and provi- 
dent Romans.. Of this you will be convinced 
by the following extracts. All impartial minds 
must be now satisfied that there is a project 
ripened into maturity, the object of which is to | 
organize a real crusade against the friends of 
prevailing ideas, and to evoke the auto da fe 
against works of genius; to persecute the li 
erty of the press in every quarter, and to guar- 
antee a profane “ encroachment” on the tem- 
poral power. In fact, we are here alarmed at 
the direction which government wishes to give 
to the march of the religious and political af- 
fairs of all nations, by uttering threats, with je- 
Suitical address, against the rights and inde- 
pendence of Princes, as well as against the 


destruction ; discover the snares concealed in 
every direction, and put the people on their 
guard against the infamous torrent of so much 
error, and against the impious doctrines of so 
many perverse men. 
meet with those deluded men, who endure not 
sound doctrine, but shut their ears against truth 
to open thein to fables,—thunder, and do not 
stop till Christ, by you and in you, may reign 
every where, and triumph over all things. Be 
uot terrified by the number, malice and fury of 
your enemigs. Above all, use the greatest vig- 
ilance, and most persevering care, that you 
may expel from among your flocks so many 
impious, impure, and pestilential books, which 
the infernal enemy of the human race has yom- 
ited forth on all sides with an incredible inun- 
dation. 
men to see that this pestilence of books not on- 
ly perverts manners, but even sap the founda- 


And if perchance you 


It is extremely afflicting to all good 


tion of faith, and injures and overturns the 
dogmas of our holy religion. Grasp therefore, 
animated with one mind and the same senti- 
ments—grasp the sword of faith, and cover 
yourselves with its shield, in order to re 

the envenomed arrows of an active and fierce 
enemy—fight as heroes. Entertain no appre- 
hension but that our most beloved children in 
Jesus—all Catholic Kings and Princes—may 
declare themselves decidedly for you. In fact, 
the greatest number of them have addressed to 
us devout and humble supplications that the 
Jubilee might be extended into the kingdom 
and jurisdiction of each of them, It is impos- 
sible but they will. rejoice in seeing you se- 
conded with zeal in every thing to 
attain that salutary end, and exert themselves 
to assist you in the holy work by the aid of 
their authority. No Prince is ignorant that it 
is written, ‘ there is no power which proceed- 
eth not from God;’ and again, ‘by me let 
Kings reign, and legislators determine what is 
just, by me let Princes command, and the pow-. 
erful decide with justice.’ They dissemble 
not, and the experience of latter times has 
shown to them evideutly, that the cause of the 
Church and the cause of Princes, are but one 
and the same cause identified, because we shall 
never render to Cesar what is due to Czsar, 
if above all we do not faithtully render to God 
what is due toGod.” It adds, “ you are sur- 
rounded by a crowd of false prophets, who, un- 
der the deceitful appearance of piety, ps 
destroy virtue. The affect to destroy abuse, 
and superstition, while they exert themselves 
to overturn comipletely all the foundations of 
religion, and they invite you to liberty and te 
shake off the yoke of # incts. Reject far 





prerogatives of civil authority. Im fine, the 


from you all sorts of impious books, use 
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they represent the golden cup of the Babylon- 
ians—a cup full of all sorts of abominations, in 
which a mortal poison is given to the impru- 
dent to drink. i eel no repugnance to imitate 
the faith and example of ‘the first christians, 
vho intrusted to the apostles ‘to be cast into 
the fire’ all the books which they could meet 
with containing vain and filllacious doctrines,” 


From the Universalist Magazine, 
TO MR. WALTER BALFOUR. 

Sir,—Having for more than thirty years been 
convinced, that the scriptures furnish no evi- 
dence, that what is, in them, termed Devil 
and Satan is a fallen angel, and having uniform- 
ly, in the discharge of the duties of the minis- 
try, both publicly and privately, endeavored to 
dissuade people from the vulgar .superstition 
respecting this subject: and having also, more 
than twenty years ago, published my opinion, 
and accounted for the temptation in thé garden, 
and of our Saviour, in the way you have, in 
in your late publication, as may be seen in my 
Treatise on Atonement, you. may be assured 
that it gives me no small satisfaction to find so 
much learning, ability and patience employed 
on this subject, as is found in your 2d Inquiry, 
and employed too with such success, 

Though the tribute be but small, as it is your 
due, I tender you my thanks for this ser- 
vice. 

In future ages, it will be a matter of wonder 


low voice, some fearfull apprehensions of him, 
there are not a few who venerate him for this 
indication oF grace / All these advantages, anq 
many more, operate as ponderous weights ip 
the balance against the lighter one of simple 
honesty. However, the clergy will yield final. 
ly; but not until 80 many of the populace give 
up the superstition, as to render it safe fo 
them. 

There are some, who, with the intention to 
keep themselves in countenance, will pretend 
that the superstition about the Devil is harm. 
less, and therefore it is best not to disturb it— 
But candid discernment will see, that when the 
vulgar notion about the Devil is discarded, the 
vast kingdom which has been assigned him, ip 
the invisible world, will have no existence, and 
that many other frightful notions, which have 
been used as engines of torture, will at once 
disappear. To these considerations we may 
add the vast-advantage it is to every one to 
know, that the lusts of his flesh are the only en- 
emies which he need to resist. 

Your Inquiry also Jnio the extent of dura- 
tion expressed by the terms Ovim, Aton, and 
Aronios, must prove of ao small advantage to 
those, who are not familiar with the original 
languages. ; 

But what, sir, do you expect from that form- 
| idable host who build their religion on the fear 
| of future punishment, in the invisible world; 
jand who contend for the ticentiousness of a 








to the curious, who shall acquaint themselves | contrary sentiment? Are you willing to endure 
“with ancient opinions, that as late as anno 1826, | the holy sneers which await you? The cup of 


_ it was necessary to publish a book for the ex- | obloquy is large, and it wali be filled to running 
press purpose of doing away the superstitious | over, whick you will receive at the hands of 
belief in a personal Devil, who was supposed | the righteous. Be patient, therefore, my broth- 


to be a fallen angel, and to whose agency the 
temptations of men were attributed. It will, 
unquestionably, be one point of their inquiry, 
to ascertain whether the author was one of tho 
orthodox clergy of his day,; they will find no 
D. D, attached to his name. Whether people 
will, in the times to which I allude, know e- 
nough about the hypocrisy of our times to de- 
termine how it should happen, that the clergy 
generally, in this age, were defenders of such a 
ridiculous superstition. 1 am in doubt. 

I really pity our clergy, for I most sincerely 
believe, they would honestly give up their old 
doctrine, concerning the Devil, if they were 
possessed of sufficient courage. But several 
considerations embarrass them. They have so 
long maintained this doctrine, that they now 
feel ashamed to abandon it. This doctrine too 
has been of incalculable advautage to the cause 
in which they have been for ages engaged ; and 
they are in real doubt whether there is, or can 
be, a substitute found, which will be as profita- 
ble to them as the Devil has been! Moreover 
the sentiment is stil] retained, by ignorant peo- 
ple, that there is a peculiar piety in the fear 
entertained of this invisible agent; and when 
a minister puts on a long face, such as he has 
learned to put on by the assistance of his the- 
ological preceptors, and express, in a low, hol- 


| er, fer you shall reap in dug son, if you faint 


not. 


With sentim of respect and gratitude, I 
am, sir, your 0 int servant, 
HOSEA BALLOU. 


THE CATECHISM THE WORD OF 
GOD. 


A young-person in the vicinitf of my resi- 
dence, who is deprived of hearing, was sent 
to the Asylum ofthe Deaf and Dumb in Phi- 
ladelphia. On his return’ home, he showed 
the people how he could write and converse 
witlrthem by writing. His attainment did him- 
self honor, and convinced me that such an in- 
stitution was worthy of patronage. But, tomy 
astonishment, I found that human creeds had 
been imposed on him. A respectable gentle- 
man of the Presbyterian order, asked him in 
writing whether they taught him religion. He 
answered yes. He wrote many things respec- 
ting Christ, and among other things he wrote, 
“ He, [the instructor] teaches us the Catechism 
which ts the word of God.” Now, whether the 
instructor designedly imposed on this pupil or 
‘not, I do not know. If it was through inadver- 
tency, he ought to be careful in future that bis 
pupils correctly understand that the catechism 
is the opinions of men and not the word of God; 
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and not send them out from under his care with 
wrong instruction; but, if it was designedly 
done, it is abominable.—Reformer. 


ORTHODOX INCONSISTENCY. 
A writer in the Christian Mirror under- 
takes “*to show that let sinners take what 
ground they will~as to inability to regenerate 
thentselves, they are infinitely criminal, and de- 
serving of the lowest hell, for every moment’s 
continuance without a new heart,” 
Suppose we recon only a thousand moments 
to one minute, according to the above state- 
ment, the sinner deserves the “ lowest hell” to 
be multiplied to the numberof 1,440,000 for 
remaining in an unregenerate state one day! 
If some person, who has the ability to do it, 
would inform us how many “ lowest hells” a 
sinner, who is 70 years old deserves, it possi- 
bly might give an old sinner some occasion to 
be thoughtful. And, if it be convenient, it 
would be desirable to know how so many 
lowest hells can possibly be endured, for all 
which is justly deserved must be inflicted. 
Univ. Mag. 


The Principles and Practice of Penance ; its 
Extravagant and ill Tendency. 

lintend in this paper to say something of pe- 
nance, which always keeps pace with ignorance 
and error: it is lost where knowledge abounds, 
and triumphs in darkness ; but more or less, 
according to the heat or temperature of the 
climate, and of the constitutions of men. In 
Spain and Italy, where the power of the sun 
and of the priests, and ignoran vails so a- 
bundantly, godly savageness of @® kinds pre- 
vails in proportion : in other countries, where 
the air and people’s tempers are cooler, zeal is 
cooler; and where there is a toleration of 
common sense, very cool. Eastward, in pro- 
portion to. the increase of heat and ignorance, 
holy austerities increase} and Turks, Chris- 
tians, and Pagans, are rivals in the rigors of 
penance. 

Smith, in his account of the Greek church, 
talking of their strict observation both of the 
annual and weekly fasts, says, “‘ They retain 
them most religiously, and think it a grievous 
sin herein to transgress the laws of the church, 
in the least ; partly, out of a rinciple of con- 
science, and partly, through ales custom and 
practice, which make the greatest hardships 
and severities of life tolerable and easy. They 
have gained a perfect mastery over their appe- 
tites ; and are so far from complaining of the 
tediousness and rigor of their fasts, that they 
will not hear of any abatement and relaxation, 
but would be rather aptto retain strong jealous- 
‘es and apprehensions, that their whule relig- 
jon would be in danger, if there were the least 
indulgence permitted in so necessary a part of 
it. Some are so strangely devout, or rather 
superstitious, that they will not touch any thing 
that is forbidden ; so that if by chance a drop 
of wine or oil should fall upon their bread, or 


any of their lawful food, they think them pol- 
luted and profaned, and accordingly throw 
them away ; and had rather (out of obstinacy 
and desperateness) perish though hunger or 
sickness, than be guilty of so grievous a sin, as 
they esteem it. — The women submit very rea- 
dily to these rigors; and boys of six or seven 
years of age endure as muchas they are able.” 

The Christians of Armenia are at least as 
rigid. Monsieur Tavernier says, “ Their aus- 
terities are such, that many of their bishops 
never eat flesh or fish above four times a year; 
and when they come to be. archbishops, they 
only live upon pulse. Six months and three 
days ina year they keep’ Lent or particular 
fasts ; and during that time, both ecclesiastics 
and laics live only upon bread, and some few 
herbs which grew in their gardens. The su- 
perstition of one Zulpha, an Armenian, was so 
great that he made his horse fast with him, al- 
lowing him little provender or drink for a 
whole week fogether. The poor laboring peo- 
ple feed only upon pulse boiled with salt. Dur- 
ing their Lent they are not permitted, no more 
than others, to eat butter or oil; may, though 
they lay dying, it is not lawful for them to eat 
flesh upon fast days.” 

With all these religious sufferings, the Greeks 
and Armenians have very litle religion a- 
mongst them, but devout fooleries, superstition, 
and pious forgeries in abundance. ‘They are 
a debauched, base, and licentious people with- 
out purity and virtue ; as excessive in their de- 
pravities and intemperance, as in their penance, 
which only annoys nature, without mending the 
heart. On the contrary it isan incitement to 
sin, as it is a composition for sinning, an equiv- 
alent to Almighty God for breaking his laws. 
A balsam for iniquity, is the only motive to 
commit it ; and that balsam is penance. 

The Turks are not less barbarous to their 
own bodies in their religious -everities than are 
the Greeks and Armenians. Many of them 
would suffer swooning and death, rather than 
break their appointed fasts. But the Indian 
Pagans far exceed them all in this sort of mer- 
it. ‘The life of many of the Bramins isa per- 
petual life of misery by choice, of various and 
exquisite misery. To go stark naked under a 
scorching sun, stung and devoured by vermin, 
which religion forbids them to destroy ; to live 
in constant abstinence from all pleasures, and 
from refreshments above once in some days, 
and sometimes many days ; to sit in the same 
painful posture upon their folded legs for years 
together, or to stand upon one leg, or to lean 
— the trunk of a tree, with their arms ex- 
alted unnaturally over their heads, never to be 
let down ; and to continue in these tormenting 
situations as long as they shall live: to mortify 
every appetite ; to maintain an eternal fight a- 
gainst nature and sensation ; to court distress ; 
to invite pain; to study torture ; 10 hang by 
the hair upon a tree, or tied bya sharp rope 
across the middle ; to renounce all speech and 





cleanliness forever ; to ward off sleep by cru- 
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elty and a rack, and never to shut their eyes 
till they are shut eternally ; these are some 
the voluntary penances which many. of 
oriental Pagar doctors inflict upon themselves. 
They are almost as barbarous to their penitents 
whom they torture and starve by way of reli- 
gious discipline. Some they hang by the flesh 
upon iron hooks, till the weight of their bodies 
and the sharpness of the iron tearthe hold,and 
the miserable penitents tumble down. 

And all this not an atonement for sin, but 
to acquire a stock of merit, and to humor the 
deity. They are thus religious and distracted 
through ambition to be as great hereafter, as 
they are wretched and ridiculous here: and 
(agreeably to their notions of transmigration) 
to return into the world again Rajahs and Om- 
rahs, that is great lords and princes. It is all 
selfishness, but selfishness turned by superstition 
against nature. Hence we see a reason for the 
haughtiness of mortified men, and why enthu- 
siasts and bigots are the proudest of all men. 
They have more conceit of their merit, and 
more aspiring views, What is so sublime as to 
be the special favorites of hevaven ? and who 
can equal them ? 

Now what is the use of all these, or any of 
these servilities called penances? By what pre- 
cept of God, or of nature, are they command- 
ed ? That they disorder and afflict the body 
and spirit is most certain: that they can do 
good to either, has not the face of probability. 
To say, that they please God, is to say, that 
God takes pleasure in human miseries and pain. 
To say, that they dispose the soul to serve 
him, is as absurd: they fill the mind with 
gloominess and chimeras ; and it is a shock- 
ing character of the Almighty, to suppose Him 
served by infatuation and maduess.— Independ- 
ent Whig. 
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‘s THE THING AS IT 18.”— Job. 








A necessary delay of two weeks in issuing 
the 27th number of the Advocate has occurred. 


To ous Paltins. 


Tn order to effect an arrangement of the concerns 
of the Gospel Advocate, the paper has not been issu- 


ed for the two weeks past. The circulation of the 
work has become so extensive, and the additional 
care and attention required so great, that it is no 
fouger expedient that the Editor should be perplexed 
with the pecuniary concerus of the establishment.— 
He has therefore resigned all his claims as an agent 
for the Publisher, with the exception of attending to 
the Editorial department of the work as heretofore. 
Communications designed to be inserted in our 
columns, may, as heretofore, be directed to the ‘‘Ed- 
itor of the Gospel Advocate, Buffalo, Erie, co. N. 
¥.” free of postage ; but all letters on business must 
be addressed to Mr. H. A. Salisbury, as. specified in 


the following notice. 
L, 8. EVERETT. 


NOTICE. 

In consequence of the Editor’s relinquish- 
ment of the agency above stated, and on ac- 
count of living at a distance from Buffalo, it 
has become necessary to appoint Mr. H. A. 
| Salisbury an Agent to receive any monies due 
| the establishment, and give receipts for the 
‘same. Itis therefore earnestly requested that 
all arre s may be transmitted either to 
him at Buffalo, or to the subscriber at Fredo- 
nia, Chautauque co. N. Y. Necessity compels 
me to require the payment of all dues without 


unnecessary delay. 
: SIMON BURTON. 
Buffalo, July 28, 1826. 


Tract Society.—By the following document, 
which has been issued by the Methodists of N. 
York, the public will learn how far honesty 
| had any share in the transactions of thé Cal- 
| vinists in enacting into existence that public 
| curse, the National Tract Society. They have, 

notwithstanding the following resolutions, pub- 
‘lished the names of several Methodists, of 
| course without their own consent, as officers 
of their society. Such are the dishonest re- 

sorts to which these men are driven to support 
the sinking cause of John Calvin, and his big- 
| otry and nonsense.— Ed. 





At a meeting of the board of managers of the 
New-York Methodist Tract Society, March 
'11, 1825, the following resolutions were unan- 

imously passed : 

1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this 

board it is inexpedient for the Methodist Tract 
| Society to unite in the proposed establishment 
of a National Tract Society ; and that such an 
instiwtion, with any other of a similar nature, 
is rather fraught with danger to the religious 
| communities in this country, in which every 
| advance toward any establishment of a nation- 
al character, professedly connected with relig- 
| ion, ought to be promptly and decidedly dis- 
| countenanced. 
| 24 Resolved, That this board are of opinion 
| that it will be improper to place the names of 
any official or other persons in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church on any committee, or in any 
official relation, connected with the proposed 
establishment, without their consent. 

3. Resolved, That 2 ccpy of the above res- 
olutions be transmitted by the clerk to the 
comunittee of the New-York Tract Society,and 
to the agent of the American Tract Society. 
“The foregoing is a true copy from the min- 
utes of the board of the New-York Methodist 
Tract Society. L. 8. BURLING, Clerk. 


! 
! 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
SUPERSTITION. 
Apologue, fable, poesy, and parable, 
Are false, but may be rendered also true 
By those who sow therm in a land that’s arable, 
Tis wonderful what fable will not do! 
Tis said it makes reality more bearable; 
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But what’s reality? Who has its clue ? 

Philosophy? No; she too much rejects, 

Religion? Yes ; but which of all her sects? Byron. 

Most men agree in saying, superstition 
can make no part of a perfect system of theal- 
ogy. Yet so it is, most men have incorporat- 
ed with their creeds a greater or less number 
of absurdities, which originate in downri 
superstition. So true is this remark, we 
quently meet with individuals who profess a 
very commendable degree of liberality, yet are 
obviously afraid of reading, or listening to the 
discussion of some particular questions, lest 
reason should upset their favorite tenets, and 
they should be convinced contrary to their 
will. The cause of this is, as [ apprehend, 
they receive their re by the lump. It 
comes to them in an cial system of deduc- 
tions, so blended together as to make one gen- 
eral mass of parts which are inseparable, with- 
out more labor than.most people are willing, 
or can afford to bestow in that way, like an es- 
tate devised with all its incumbrances; and is 
received with similar feelings as does the heir 
receive a fortune—in full assurance of a com- 
petency to answer all his own necessities: Un- 
der such an impression, they feel but little dis- 
posed to inquire into the particulars of their 
patrimony, and much less to trouble themselves 
about the validity of their devisor’s title to it, 
or in other words, to trace these deductions to 
their premises,—for so long as they are con- 
vinced there is enough of it for their own sup- 
port, they feel but little ambition to enlarge 
such an income. If any husbandry is used, it 
seldom extends beyond a selfish system of de- 
fensive calculation for the present moment, 
without embracing one solitary effort to im- 
provement. And as for the injunctions of 
charity, with which it is incumbered, they re- 
quire only an interchange of favorable conclu- 
sions with those exclusively, who have inheri- 
ted a similar, or the same legacy. This last is 
a very peculiar feature of superstitious theolo- 
gy, which characterises the religions of avery 
great portion of our reputed best people, who 
profess to abhor superstition with the most sin- 
cere feelings; and shall therefore receive par- 
ticular attention at another time. 

Is it not obvious to every one, that however 
sound, orthodox or morally correct any system 
of religion may be in truth, it is blank super- 
stition for one to confide in it farther than he 
can comprehend its principles? This idea is 
perfectly consistent with, and explanatory of 
that grand distinction, which exists in reality, 
between the moral duties of mankind, or mo- 
rality, and every other system of reputed the- 
ology which differs from them, or exacts more. 
Superstition is in truth the substance of things 
not seen, It is a blind faith unsupported by 
reason, originating in error and maintained by 
bigotry ; and therefore, when not immediately 
connected with any favorite position under con- 
sideration, most men disclaim the propriety of 
building upon it. But how often do they re- 


sort to it by way of argument, in support of te- 
nets which otherwise must fall to the ground ? 
To explain one mystery, they adduce testimc- 
ny which is of itself no less mysterious, and 
then say, believe, or be damned, like the liar 
who makes a tough story appear the more 

lausible, by comparing it with’ other false- 

oods. But this never need be done in sup- 
port of truth or morality. Morality requires no 
foreiga and unnatural proofs in her service, or 
in explanation of her principles. She builds 
her structure upon reagon and common sense a- 
lone, and carries conviction home to the heart, 
alike regardless of fear and affection. She 
goes hand mn hand with Nature, and dreads no 
foe, save superstition. .“ seat is the bo- 
som of God, her voice thécharmony of the 
world, all things in heaven and earth do her 
homage, the very least as feeling her care, and 
the greatest as not exempted from her power, 
both angels and men, and creatures of what 
condition soever, though each in different sort 
and manner, yet all with uniform consent ad- 
miring her as the mother of their peace and 
joy.” This is the only theology that can ena- 
ble one to be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh him a reason of the 
hope thatisin him. All systems which do not 


thus qualify their votaries to answer, are super- 
stitious, and cannot be true, but ought to be a- 
bandoned. 


THEOPHILANTHROPIST. 


FROM THE REFORMER. 

Mr. Editor—Your readers will recollect 
that some time since notice was taken in the 
Maumee Mission in the State of Ohio. The 
friends of that mission, alarmed, and fearful 
that the public impressions might be such as to 
dry up the sources of contribution, in order to 
prepare the public mind for another milking of 
a , goats, Rees cee the northern counties of 

10, exhibiting a pious yo w belong- 
ing tothe mission A. -esari sme, he ora cee. 
lected as a specimen of the success of the un- 
dertaking, to convince the minds of the waver- 
ing of the importance of pa its further 
prosecution, She Avas atte a suitable 
train of the clergy and their tes. Much 
parade accompanied the exhibition, and it was 
confidently expected that it would not be long 
before the friends of missions would be called 
on to aid the cause of the Lord against the 
mighty. But contrary to all reasonable calcu- 
lation a degree of retiring modesty has been 
observed, altogether unaccountable until the 
secret has at lengthe leaked out. Her ladyship, 
who was the principal machinery in the drama, 
belonged to the lightfingered gentry, and had 
given specimens of her adroitness whenever 
opportunity presented. 

can impute but little blame to this daught- 
er of the forest when we consider her late ed- 
ucation. The aborigines of this country be- 
fore contracting an acquaintance with the 





whites, are apparently a:most happy people. 
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remarkably hospitable, and strictly honest— 
possessing @ sense of honor and an elevation 
of mind not surpassed by those of any nation; 
but let a horde of intermedling priests be in- 
troduced among them, and how soon are those 
virtues fatally obscured ! The gold becomes dim 
and the most fine gold is changed.* They dis- 
cover that the grand object of those who have 
undertaken to be their guides, whom they have 
reverenced and almost adored as patterns of pi- 
cty and disinterested benevolence, is wealt!); 
and witness some of the means by which it is 
acquired. Is it any wonder then that all sense 
of moral obligation is lost in the shoreless and 
tathomless ocean of: the fashionable religion of 
the times ? For itthas*puzzled wiser heads than 
we can expect to find among the natives, to 
discover the moral difference between robbing 
people of their property by false pretences or 
by theft. The laws correct the latter, while 
the former being fostered by the superstition 
and folly ot the weaker part of community, is 
vastly more extensive and deleterious in its ef- 
fects. 

Here we see the result of one of those popu- 
lar projects for civilizing and christianizing the 
heathen, which has cost our simple but well 
meaning citizens not much short of 20,000 dol- 
lars for this single establishment; and yexrs of 
painful labor and privation to all those whose 
disinterested philanthropy induced them to en- 
gage personally in the cause. And here is an- 
other evidence that our mode of civilizing and 
christianizing the children of nature has only 
communicated our vices without mixture, which 
has in consequence almost exterminated that 
unfortunate race. Penn. 


*The christian religion in its purity is every way 
calculated to improve mankind and make therm bet- 
ter ; afd the circumstance, that the Indians are geu- 
erally only made worse by the introduction of our 
missionaries and their assistants among them, is a suf- 
ficient evidence that they possess not genuine but 
only a spurious christianity.—Ed. Reformer. 


Death. “The horror of death proves the 
value of life: But it is in the power of disease 
to abate, or even extinguish this horror ; which 
it does in a wonderful manner, and oftentimes 
by a mild and imperceptible gradation, Eve- 
ry man who has been placed in a situation to 
observe it, is surprised with the change which 
has been wrought in himself, when he com- 
pares the view which he entertains of death 
upon a sick bed, with the heart-sinking dismay 
with which he should some time ago have met 
it in health. There is no similitude between 
the sensations of a man led to execution, and 
the calm expiring of a patient at the close of 
his disease-—P aLEy. 

Quintilians.—A sect that appeared in Phry- 
gia about 189 ; thus called from their prophet- 
ess Quintilia. In this sect the women were 
admitted to perform the sacerdotal and_episco- 
pal functions. 'Theyvattributed extraordinary 





gifts to Eve, for having first eaten of the’ tree 
of knowledge ; told great things of Mary, the 
sister of Moses, as having been a prophetess, 
&c. They added, that Philip the Deacon had 
four daughters, who were all prophetesses, and 
were of their sect. In these assemblies it was 
usual to see the virgins entering in white robes, 
personating prophetesses. ‘The errors of the 
Quintilians were at first looked upon as folly 
and madness ; but, as they appeared to gain 
ground, the council of Laodicea, in 320, con- 
demned it. 








POnTKY. 








HYMN FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY. 
Arise, and hail the Justrer, 

The day that set our nation free ; 

In songs his honor chant, who gave 
Counsel and victory to the brave. 


That haughty power, which dared invade 
Our Independence, God has made 
Submissive to our rights; while we 
Maintain our laws and liberty. 


He who crush’d prond Pharaoh’s band, 
Again has triumph’d in our land ; 
The arm which did the sea divide, 
Restrain’d for us a tyrant’s pride. 


Let joy, throughout our land, inspire 
Each manly heart with holy fire ; 
And freedom’s song. by Miriam sung, 
Be heard from every female tongue. 


Ye daughters fair, fresh garlands weave, 
With chaplets strew the warrior’s grave ; 
So from the mould’ring sod shall rise 
Fame’s sweetest incense to the skies. 


Fifty bright summer-suns have smiled, 
And fifty harvest moons beguiled 
Childhood and youth, sinc vernal showers 
First moisten’ freedom’s loveiy flowers. 


Across the sea, to other climes, 

Thy fame, America, extends; 

And soon may Greece thy triumphs share 
And freedom’s brightest laurels wear. 


Peru’s bold sons have heard thy fame, 

And Mexico has caught the flame ; 

From north to south the land is free, 

And man enjoys a Juries. H. B. 
THE LOVE OF GOD. 

My God, permit a creeping worm to say, 

Thy spirit knows I love thee. Worthless wretch, 

To dare to Jove a God! But grace requires, 

And grace accepts, Thou seest my laboring soul, 

Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true ; 

It bears the trying furnace. Incarnate love 

Has seiz’d and holds me in Almighty arms ; 

Here’s my salvation, my eternal hope, 

Amidst the wreck of worlds and dying nature. 





